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Winter Term 



Given ffi i^»»red 3?«putalC€^ ^6 m isolWed liEit^iD^ fc^feool, 
it is easy to imagine that Sweet Briar College remained unsca%te€ 

me W^s^m ®i tSto Umm& world war* On tke contrary, the years 
spanning from 1940 Iflf ffia^kfe^i a major "to^tog ^Int m S«et 
Briar history? the repurcussions of the international crisis were 
P?<:^®to43^ f ©« m eatepE^i te^ s^ti*)gbLly aearved. to awaken the ©inds 
at many a Sweet Bri^ ^%id^nt. k WW awstrmiess £m the 3?e#t of tto 
world was felt, and as the role of American women changed in society 
am a Result Qt tM^ Ma3?, SO di;4 t^e expirations aad co^ceras of tiie 
S%r«et Briar student. 

What were the changes brought about at Sw^et Briar between 
194© md 1945 as a ^eimlt WbAd tl? iPfeis pa^er seeks to de- 
scribe these changes, -aB mmtl as' tmce ite "earpas^im® warenesa , 
the Sweet Briar student with regards to her knowledge of the world 
and -m^ J^c^itiiti©!^ 9f hem ma <sa|m;^ilitie# «d fttrengths beyond the 
realm of homemaking. 



AWPttening a Collective Consciousness; 



Briar College and its community did not remain unaff etJ-tei W WWit 

II li^t m^n'WWmii. fmtmn^ ciiasi^& from 1940 and 1945. In tUe 
■y^ira i^' -»# 'mit^di i^aljiia* -m'^ into the ''i^a®, S^ii^tt't 

had turned its attention toward the international crisis; in 
fear m 1f^0, M ^t^l^^i a ^i^^^o^ of Bundles for Britaim^ Im* was 
establis%®# a% fc©e4 ^»r. Aeti-rities sm©h as smpewisM kalfttof 
for British armies and clothing drives called for the cooperation 
m£ me ertii^ SmM irlw and from January 13-18, 1941, 

m i^%i^s«0d €rive i^sult^ it the m4ii^iitg- of ■|^'2B..fa for ^mmm' 
Mb Veil as doing volunteer work for Britain, Sweet Briar students 
teept ^jre€^t of ¥a^'0 pE*Gi3:^i5s -Ifearo^g^ a r^ular eoXusm in the 
Sweet Btl^ te^s eii*4%l©d ^^WorM Hew.^* As the iBiermaMoasa crlils 
worsened, however, the College began to examine its policies mare 
03.0f0ly.j re©®g^0»i tm ^mmmiMtf of U*^. intervention. At a mem- 
ting of fhe faculty ott #3%0feei« W> it was migg^sted hy Mis© 
Harriet Rogers that the school study local relief activities and 
0W^^^mi^m^r mms^l^ goire^me^t offlei^ls as io how the school 

in which young women could contribute to national service, and form 

to %«§|4e^ w^m mi mmmB whereby Sweet Briar 

^ iftm mmsr ef f ortJ| It ma 
Miss {logers* fourth suggestion that gave rise to the formation of 
006 ®f ^eet mim*M mmt m^tr^mt W3:^%lMe timo^tioiie, the GoTOi'- 

piitim.<i'"e aofi^s... 




i 



committee took shape and on November 6, 1940, she reported ^© 
facuil^ m its p^og:t?ess.* Besides Qa^XliJig ^o,r a survey to determine 
^^mt mmBM .ifc^i selleit etlltte -iMfia ^a^d tM "^ssifeilitf of .Bte-' 
■jeyforming service outside Sweet Briar College, Miss Rogers 
^imt tiat M^llef® ePiBBrait^ ©ai^itaia a "reapoasible and cooj^er^ 
it^^l^§ gi^i^t^e tdVaM wrki aaad gm&Tal Xife»*^^ tt was ala® 

on November 6 that Professor Beard spoke of the need for vocational 

r#t^|ed*t3iat ahe had reeti^e^ 
ia flaeeiaeAt b^^^sau on a^aiifat*^ It is int^sr^stiiig %o 
note that even "before the Ui-S. became a belligerent in the war, 

Mlm i%iit#st^. iiSf'Mytd m inwmmt in irf^amtimal tiraimina* 
This is one of the earliest Ml^tic^s cat %3ie 1b wfelele tlie^ war©* 
ness of the Sweet Briar student was changed by the war — they, like 

mmu aXl mm im& cQ«i^^ ^mm ''^:mm^m mmm l^sl^' potential- 
^e contributions they had to sake to aatl©nal sertle^* ' 

' The new year was ushered in at Sweet Briar with a convocation 
m Jmmm^ 15*. i§41*. ^e#i#eat i^ta (limm iimmmei mMmBl 

service need, 3^ her speech she stressed the need «jbi#lhg a 
life as normal as possible," adding that tiie Sweet Briar community 
s^^a ¥«giny its poiitej.|5u%im t^ na'^en^l A^wme m& itanrlee 

■ * i 

iisciplinifig itself in "readiness for any emergency** that might 
Kearly a month later, at a meeting of the faculty on February 5,, 1941, 
the teip^^iFt ci^emiat!B4 # lftt«r' Intj^^stoliaf a mw ©mmm emtitied 
"Studies in the Present Crisis."^ Offered by a numbed of faaal^ 
bers to juniors and seniors and incorporating several different de- 
faHsfflftiits, mmmm Mas dfflred tn 1p41-4t» fi^ai^ in 194^-43*'^ 
Another innovation in early 1941 ^® the introdueti@lg 6f the Silent 
Defenders of Bemocracy {SDJ)) at Bweet Briar* In the February 26 



encouraging Sweet Briar students to "beconie involved,^ followed by 
a. latter written Patricia Glements. an MareJa 19, 1941 tElling; 

^uld "t>-e'e©ai# i&iifidu^l' 'Sii^lS'ers. ilimwte wm^ the 

Pield Secretary of the SBD at this time,)^ 

While liie m ^mw^ a^t Sweet lri« wae g^adua^lsf affected by 
^» 'fi^ «s tie li-rellk©©4 of C^iliefe''*'© fCf^eiin exehaai 
grams. In May, 1941 j when it became apparent that those student^ 
selecte4 speiit 3wi;;or"' fm^ i% f3^mc& B.imf m 

0«ppm, tliie teeneh emtesey in tashiiigton I?eme4ie€ their 1^ 
awarding three competetive prizes on the basis of achievement in the 
Pr ench lai^wfr* ^ © 

With' tiie ai-ren-t of the Ip.'t^ft f^^-^ '^he Bweet Briar New®. 

published an article fully describing and relating the activities 
of the GoiBEiittee Bserg^tt^sf s^rrlo.e &e #1tii^ftt • m m^m%m 
fSf ati aertieie *aB'^%Mihed deaeribing I't as a wf#ia% ©is^Bittee of 
Faculty, students, and members of the Sweet Briar community. set up**,* 
to e3q^l0^e tHe w&fm in i^hieh we ©omld %e©«e ani Keep awiare of '^e 
p^feXems '^e^ f» is '%3?inging t© Wi^^m^li. at a ^^t'dls a«i~i 

to each and every individual."'''' The Committee had bj this time greatly 
Sssa^^M sm^h «u%^00wittees ae .Relief*, "leal-tdi an4 .ftj-* 

.ems arising from the world crisis.''^ The general committee 



e^ecmt^ging tkm to* 1m actively: 
involved in the fund raisers,^ volunteer projects, and discussions of 

■■%^#BjS"i&fM the li».^©iMittees* 





poll tUkM at Sweet BEiar 
published in the News on 0ete?l5« wm^. f94-1 1 sh^liig these 3?®»altsf 
l^a majority of Sweet Briar gtudenti favored U.S. intervention— 

and 15.1?^ were pacifists. Interestingly, these resul'ts 

tmm l^^se a ig^oXl q£ the JaMe^im, pai?lic; 21?^ voted, for 

il# f^- tmoT^ i»©latl©B..*^'5 

AlttdW^ mmt Briar opinion seemed to differ mm 'Wm 

rest of the nstica^t Hovemher 12 saw a Joining, of Sweet Bria;r wl.tk 

ia ©iTllian DsfBMB Wtek, Wrm Morm^'^ 11-14, tf41* 

all over the nation waged a "war against waste,*' Which ©=1 

teia:^ ±ii#®rf03?ate4 th# following: cGnserving ieleotricity b|r 

mritctoag off' ^^limmm^f ^mM^g- wter,,. gX^m g^«©iii33^ to reliif 

funds, buying Defense Bonds and Saving Stamps, not wasting food, 

«7iiig old ©l0tliinti aiad S;e#M®g training in practical skills. The 

a^tiele endeS with ^^^1 to tiie 0ww^t Ifeiie^ eMMjity t© mMntain 

a cheerful, positive attitude 1 

"To be effective, our conviction mu|t b® 
sincere, our efforts continuous,"'"* 

Ihe ."Wax Against Waste^' mm a topic that resurfaced a few veeJ^ 

held a me^tiAS discussing the various aspects of the subject. It 
wm. -m^mm^ tfe,at' ^ ^grwttr ■■effpa^t "to ioons©^^^ me^fower and mn^^%^ 
mm ww^sM-^ i^'^s fmmw s^gg%@'ted- such, ^as 'collectiti'g'' old. perl'*- 
odicalB to .fill the need for paper pulp, collecting old clothes, and 
^jp^^ out ttt li:^t# 4n t®ms not in use.'^^ 

Aa As «tlw -te^rfe into wstr In ^irif Mc-effilser,- ISlii: 'Mm^mrmf 
Sweet Briar's activites concerning preparedness in the event of 

of ita full-fledged involvement in 



the war effort. 



the News eatitlCd "Bmsineas 4s 



Usual" on December 10, 1941 » called for "calmness and determination" 
■ -Qt this mm m^i^m 

"'Business as Usitial^ Will mean in our ease 
carrying on our college work as normally 
as possible. . .Let us kee;g our natriotism 

' Within the bounds of re-^tdn. We- ^ire a 
thinking community and as such we should 
have a clear-ejed. view of the situation. - r 
In the years eoffle Mtication Is to mmM_ 
a great deal. The leaders of tomorrow v?13^1 
be the college undergraduates of today. *• 
So let our motto be, as is England's, 

fMs editorial demonstrated an ever-increasing sensitivity to the 
wo;rse^ilig w^^^l^ sitmation.» as well as the students' acute sense of 
M^f©asi^ilif3r aad tkeis' ai^eeial r^le in Ihe alist of wm» 

1942 and the nation's full involvement in the brought still 
to Sweet .:^iar life, 3!he Qoromittee on. torgency Service 
dtmsideMng iB#^st;^©# tm! defeMe In att 2^aid0* deciding to con- 
sider black-out methods, as well.'''^ The college catalogue waS attec 
at this time, too; at the January 15 meeting of the faculty* it was 
e^gested that iia^i^f^ «e wM? ^T'ear^^s: it ifilght '^e :apj>rop?iate' to in- 
clude in the catalogue a special reference to all academic courses 
and extrsr*»ricular offerings made t^y the cQllege to serve the incfsent 



ments" and appeared in the catalogujfes for 1942-45, 1943-44, and 
1944-45.) At the same faculty meeting, theire wm ej^pressed dismay at 
#ie, m%w^m^B^ .laeM: ®f ^^m^j^m fm h^l.^ anA ^fsicai fitneaa,. m ^ 

faculty believed that both things were very important in war-time."*^ 
tJkit conGern wm m g^eat* in fact, that it caused the college to re- 
e3c«in8 tke im|)®rtanGe of ft^tieal eimoation in 194^t jiif-sieml edu- 
cation became a requirement for the B*A* degree. It was also suggefi^# 

1841*42 aeadmic -^esx new coursat 



with a vocational emphasis be offered; B:tudents had expressed inte- 

t^^teiiigs wfe0^;oiiv0 -^liiiljif.*. mM mmmm im 





fHe stutettts t^emBelves propos^i f0 discon* 
certain extra-curricular activities in order to have time to 

l^tablished by a special faculty committee, including short- 
hand and typing^ meclianic^l and engineering drawing, first aid, home 

extra-curricular courses that they did so at their 

wwn expense^ on their om time^ and without receiving acadeiate eredit.^^ 

W.^^^-id^e @^&aitg0S ex^#M^e4 ini^o all smws^ of eaj^^s- llfei m 

flE^l^m 'mm% all over the country for sueli items as' coffee, bread, and 

milk, tjie BoxwQjpd Inn was forced to raise Its prices. The Inn,; a fof^ 

uia^' stmi'mt g a-^BM^iig' .^1^00,- BSKtse4-.. mmf i"ts ^^ts^m two w tte'^e 

cents in the first wsek of January, 194^, much to the chagrin of the 
23 

students. In Me^, students experienced ration-ing -u^m the lias 
forced %Q .ii^it -m^h gi.rl %m i^m^hmiMg^ -m^ 'i^^e tig iidoa- 

Wlm supply had been drastically' reduced. Editorials asking students 
for their -cooperation and patiencs began aijpea^ing. in the i@ys; # as well. 
m toli.,,, f't^i- ..page ,ai» f^^ ^)mimm: Ilaisfs mtiiM* On Pehtm^ 

11, 1942, a new feature called the "Defense Column" appeared in the 
New^, relaying the pro^^ects of the Committee on War Service • {Mhm 
^® t>»,f * b00am« a. %#lll;g:e3?mi.i, -Ife©: ^Co^sti^ee- m Mm^m^:^ iervics imA 
eteifed its name.) Also, slogans such as "Sleep for Sanity!" and 
"Exercise for Health!" begaa appearing above the masthead of the pt^^* 
■on ;^mm^- ai., ■f94t.« i^sfi#@tteg ■iol3^fiEJs''s Mm fo©t ha^-yt 

^ ^8ll being. 
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Gto lQ\m3mf 25, 1942, a proposal for a aonfereiiQe on w^r-time 
pose pf such a conference was to stress "the seriousness of the sitia^ 



e of undexst^dimg p?lncxples of 




the Institute on National Needs and Resources, and took place the 

of AP^IX tt:, 1942.^''' Institute foe^ei on t0:^os sush bs 

©f a^Bou^eafi smt ii#ete> aiisiiistt^ and the 

the social aspects of the war emergency, and the role of the church 

^# ^mmt mi fmi^^nm J13?lo4.^^ Tfee Uutit^tta Imolyed the entire 
student '>'@#3Py ^m^- g^uoo^ss, ^@2?h&'|^ g^tate'it ttltJJi^;^ 

was the further awakening of the collective student consciousness to 

gm^'Q xmM^ 1^ m^-'-miM %m^m 'to the Editor txm 
more pti;b3.I^.,^h#4 %.m 'tto ^ Issu^' o^. tte 'BPPi' i®d 

this point: 

"It is wonderful to live in a dreamland, but 
we ip.\i8t face reality and we must prepare to 
'te 4% fiWs S#tl® B0t Ito® tfe0B0 viirM dis- 
cussions, that group spirit, and that broader 
outlook that we had last weekend. Stay awake, 

In May of 1945, the College published a booklet entitled 
ii^et^Hgii^ 0oXleti^>f ■ , A fcwi;! m tlt^. Jteteel9»ent.« ..Aotj^yitiifea*. »d, 
Present Status of the College . »®Md^t mmss mmsmhlei. th@ isfw- 
mation for the publication, describing many of the innovations that 
hm^ tai^lL fiitee: m. ^&mpm tli^; fwm^:. siiice t&e iaa..-M.os's Intervention 
X% fli'e #»r" m ■mmme^^Mg tedium of ■t$i# Wlletl^ is tfee way i^B 
which it records the way in which the students' aspirations and inte- 
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mwBT stude-nf® x^mkmte in science and mathe- 
matics, although the registration in 1942-43 
has doubled in mathematics, chemia-teqr* and physiCsB* 

due doubtless to 

And, regarding marriage and 

«A5 in other colleges.* the students have been 
facing the ques«»"''rf ^2:riage , Jobs, and 
service in the armed forces during the last 
two years, •..On the whole, completing^thelr 
education se-^Bs* important to the students, &m 
their plans for service in the many places 
mheve women are greatly needed :reflect their 
intenMcm to prepare ade^Mtely fm pte*.*"^ 

fwe aajor curriculum changes that surfaced in 1942-43 were the 

mm^WmtMim ^ mi»^?^ti©»X »#airs maaor and Vom combining of 

mtm&m tm special training programs, f&e t«e»a'^£>»l «fairs m^m 

wm m-^i.mtB^ to "(a) give basic training to a selected group of 

stud«lit» -for G0©|M!wM0a l« pj^tr-war re^t^i*^tlon***and (]>) to create 

such an understanding... as will B««sts to ^8SS0% in tlli fo»- 

at$oa of m ina^htened public opinion. . .1' 52 .The latter innovation, 

tk0 ©oiarse ^afiw©:* wa® do^i m e ai^od mi f uidixig students toward 

studyvthat was particularly 'use«l m twmmUQm fraf eastos in 

d^md at ttet time. One example of such a course combination was that 

.for tmmm- timm^Bi a &t ehemiatry,,: ^m^ a va?:iety 

of psychology courses. 

The end of the '42-43 school year brought a shortage Of dining 
mm m^- m m^&m if enlist mm wM §f students in 

serving ffltals.^ At firrt, tfei# etogie was met wim finest Bt^eiit pm-- 
te^t* but the words of President Glass soon silenced all complainta, 
^©eoMliig tp tte I%?as^dei^t : 



♦•...my reply was t«t PmM^ Brisa: ^as a woman's 

college, and that if we had food and could not 
get it Q.n the table,, I hoped we ^o^l^^^J^JJ® ' ^ 
I ml^mmm .It iatey wished dls- 

mm tt?- Kfitttei^ tki^f sai^ n©.">? 



s 



effort: oontiuii^d full force throughout the ■1943-44 
MM:^- #^^i"t*:ee '.©isirtiiitieil Urn mm^^^s^^^ tei^es^"' 
and in order to. cpneerve money, the staff of the yearbook, The Briar Patch , 
^m^Si^ 'W^^m^M^ t^f t?4+ wi^i*' Shoto,graphy w.a3- h^dXed by the 
.Indents, mrt fet ©f mm^ ^&m§ty ^eiwed. M iiaie f&gm of 

the staff wrote of their turning "to the potentialities of 

1% 'iftE^ 0:^ ®# tBterma'tio-nal crisis , 'th;© 'St^deB't^. hat locked to^ 
themselves and recognized their own strengths and abilities. 

ttt 1544-^4^ f far ®®w ^riy gliaf®e:^Iiigi if the dawn of post- 
^WtBcoT^Ty, iftm^pi el«ity drives and ol^er activitle& of t^ 
SjjryJLQe ,QQj|Lmittee continued^ mention of the Committee itself in .the 
»cid% ffilnu-tta «df d W %rl3it. 1S4§. 

figlitmn'f acaiwic :^0Er 'was fillM- iff* f^st-war readjwt- 
ments and changes. At a faculty meeting on October 3| 1945, the Com- 

Bitt^ m Mmm^m smMxn$ ^M^i M HmmMm^ -^m^ 

counting quality points from tf«tt» ingtltuti^Hs ttl the Sweet 



I of 



dit ration 
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question of restoring the pre-war vacation dates was 
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With all -Kie mm-^limti^m-B. #t«^|ig:'i?^oa%i0a ^d eiie^ tlia^s.^ 
(Vacation daf#i Wd feiftIK eh&ftfed so m not ^ -erfli^^ wi^ the Rl tra^e^ 
of je;pyice mea.) Al.so proposed at this meeting was the possibility of 

on te<5o»tttoc^©n sfells^' f o. ^e 

the vacations were restored to Wiir pre-war dates^/^^ and on November 7 




ises- 
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-fe^^ ■■l!r^o;usht .Btill :i^r# ch»®e^t. '^e XnKMlrt^ ^» M'CM®- 



diaed for March 14-1 6^ 



Bweet Briar social life swung back into gear in the early post- 

^mT. .eifefe^^fMiig; & Ipiertir' 'm^oisler ^sale ^Trl-silos^i "iimn. "fee.- 

mta. Sweet Briar girls enjoyed more freedom as well, for .1^*^ 

greatly enriched the Sweet Briar social scene in 1945 and 1946.'^ 

'Jt)^MM. ended M .dmestfe #f ^ms 0t p@##^lpf"0:rtja^^t"' e.3?iii^ ,i3j 
Iriaa? Mato^. fhe ©wflfwts ©f WorM ¥&r II* w&lle tearing naMt^i 
all over the world and clairainj hundreds of thousands pf liyeg,, actually 

mm fell l^de!^r &M ^mOf- m mtp mm of the nation 

as men went off to-:war and women suddeij,!^ recognized their own streafths 
and .^lli-tiet o^tMde .emttnm- "QmSs, Mm^^ imi^mM m^mt 
,Bria3? fwm tf4'0' t© 1f45 be'<«i5g stwi^e' %mm 'mtm ttf -oWf^tei and new 
aspirations were awakened within tiieiB— tiiey QjLMQre„4 fpi: and were offered 

■^at ijle^iii;^-! tiie©^^^!^ mi 1-% not been for the emergency 

situation presented by World War II. 
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age Catalogues, 1942-1945 

Found in Room 2, Library, on the fourth shelf on the left 
side of the room. The catalogues provide information about the 
Sweet Briar curriculiim and m^^me.. -off ©rlliga;,. i,® WmXX its isUm Qhmglhg- 
objectiyei of the college, 

Faculty Minufag^ faXs^ 11 ^ 103 llWf^llfQ^ 

^und in two notebooks on second shelf, right site of Eoom 1, 
Library, and labelled as follows: 

"Volume 1.1,, 1939-1944, Miss Glass" 

"Volume tfB, 1944-1950, Faculty Meeting, Miss Glass-Lucas" 
The Minutes for the meetings of the faculty are an outstanding record 
of changes initiated at Sweet Briar College from 1940-1945. The Min- 
Wpecially useful in providing the reasons behind the origins 




Sweet Briar News (1940-1943 ) 

* Pound in microform on first stack, Library. The articles and 
Witorials found in issties from between 1940 and 1943 provide an 
excellent chronological view of the following: student knowOiB^© ©f 
^^?--^.l^£^'^°S the inteiraa^tional situation, how' the college was in- 

ito; tS^^^, iiiS 'innovations on campus as a result of the 



:^iar Patch (1944 ) 

fipmd in Room 2, Library, on first shelf along left wall, 
ftis 1?f^ltaiie of the college annual provides a limited look at the orga- 
nizations and committees that were active on campus, and concise 
summaries of their functions, (PhotograjjhLS. frovide diversion., but 
particularly good use!) 



Stohlman, Martha Lou Lemmon, The Story of Sweet Briar College . 
Itoiversity Press, Princeton. U956"). Useful as an overview 

Glass, Meta. ^eet Briar College; A Report on the Development , 
Activities, and Present Status of the College . Published by the College, 
Sweet Briar^ v.A. ilB^Xl* A good summary ,pf virtually all asnects of the 
cs^:«^ •T^M^. .-^-^-^..^^j ^ ^^0'**mm S^lasi® 4eseri>fei.: .i#«ry thing 



